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1.0 Summary

1.1 The purpose of this report is to reflect the wishes of the Group Leaders in
respect of the membership of both the Safe and Confident Communities
Scrutiny Committee and the South Area Planning Committee.

2.0 Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that the wishes of the Leader of the Council and the
Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group as set out in the report be approved.

REPORT

3.0 Allocation of Seats

3.1 The provisions of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 require the
Council to review the representation of each political group on committees at
the Annual Meeting, or as soon as practicable after a change in the political
membership of the Council.

3.2 The recent Bishop’s Castle by-election saw the Liberal Democrat Group retain
the seat for that electoral division. Consequently, there has been no change
in the political balance which translates as follows:

Conservatives
Liberal Democrats
Labour
Independent

69 seats
16 seats

9 seats
3 seats

Total 97 seats
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3.3 Following the election the Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group,
Mr N J Hartin, has requested that the newly elected member for Bishop’s
Castle, Mrs C Barnes, be appointed to serve on the South Area Planning
Committee. She will replace Mr Hartin in that regard. Mr Hartin has also
requested that Mrs T Huffer, a substitute on the South Area Planning
Committee, be replaced by Mrs H M Kidd.

3.4. The Leader of the Council wishes to appoint Mrs K D Calder to serve on the
Safe and Confident Communities Scrutiny Committee. She will replace
Mr J A Gibson in that regard.
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